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Feb. 13, 2019, urged him to help defeat President
Donald Trump’s impeachment. (AP Photo/Manuel
Balce Ceneta) FILE - This May 6, 2018 file photo
shows Vice President Mike Pence (R) speaking
during a meeting with an inaugural committee
member 1n the Eisenhower Executive Office
Building in Washington. Pence, in a meeting with
inaugural committee member Tom Barrack on
Monday, Feb. 13, 2019, urged him to help defeat
President Donald Trump’s impeachment. (AP
Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) WASHINGTON
(AP) — Vice President Mike Pence joined a
group of senior Republican lawmakers in urging
President Donald Trump’s personal attorney to use
his influence to help Trump fend off any
Democratic charges of obstruction of justice in
the impeachment investigation. A conservative
lawyer, John Dowd, has agreed to take over
representing the president after hiring one of
Trump’s former personal lawyers, Rudy Giuliant,
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to direct the response. But House Democratic
leaders say Trump is stonewalling his inquiry and
leaving him and his aides alone to face the
consequences of actions they have taken.
ADVERTISEMENT Dowd has said he 1s
negotiating to get documents from the White
House on the impeachment probe and get a sit-
down interview with Trump, whose refusal to
cooperate has infuriated Democrats. The West
Wing insisted Monday that Dowd and White
House counsel Pat Cipollone speak privately
rather than in public, with the White House saying
nothing about any arrangements. While Dowd
leads the president’s legal response, Pence said in
an interview with Time magazine on Friday that
there 1s no legal strategy yet. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi told reporters Monday that she
believes Trump 1s
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