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In the first two years of the Second World War, British and Commonwealth forces fought Germans and Italian occupying forces in North Africa. They achieved some victories, most notably at El Alamein, to take the pressure off the British in the Western Desert, but there was a stalemate that lasted until 1943.
At this point, Britain began to take over command of the British Eighth Army, an army that had been fighting since Italy invaded Egypt in 1940, and which had suffered severe casualties at the Fall of Tobruk in 1941. The Eighth Army under Field Marshal Erwin Rommel had defeated the British Eighth Army in
January 1943, at El Alamein, Egypt. By the autumn of 1943, the allied forces had captured Tunis, which was directly north of Bizerte, and which had been held by German forces since November 1942. The next step was to break the Axis forces' line of supply between Tunisia and Italy, so that the allies could

then advance into central Italy itself and, ideally, the Southern part of the continent. The code named the operation Operation Torch was to see French warships and British and American troops land in French North Africa and soon after invade and capture the island of Sicily from which the Italians planned to
send supplies to the Axis forces fighting in Italy. The code named the operation Operation Torch was to see French warships and British and American troops land in French North Africa and soon after invade and capture the island of Sicily from which the Italians planned to send supplies to the Axis forces

fighting in Italy. The code named the operation Operation Torch was to see French warships and British and American troops land in French North Africa and soon after invade and capture the island of Sicily from which the Italians planned to send supplies to the Axis forces fighting in Italy. The code named
the operation Operation Torch was to see French warships and British and American troops land in French North Africa and soon after invade and capture the island of Sicily from which the Italians planned to send supplies to the Axis forces fighting in Italy. The code named the operation Operation Torch was

to see French warships and British and American troops land in French North Africa and soon after invade and capture the island of Sicily from which the Italians planned to send supplies to the Axis forces fighting in Italy.
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